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Introduction 
With the release of REDCap v15.5.1, MyCap will support Form Display Logic (FDL). This feature will enhance study 
teams' capabilities by allowing tasks to filter or trigger within MyCap based on participant input. Previously, this 
was only possible if study teams created separate arms or projects to customize sets of tasks based on participant 
characteristics. Now, using FDL, study teams will be able to: 

Form Display Logic: 
Uses in MyCap 
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Important Notes & Limitations 
Before using FDL in MyCap, it’s important to understand the following requirements and limitations. 

1. Participants Must be Online to Trigger FDL: Tasks that depend on FDL (e.g., to appear or stop occurring) 
will only respond if the device is online. If tasks are completed while the device is offline, the task schedule 
will update once the device is back online. This means that, if participants are offline, they could continue 
to complete tasks that should be stopped or may not see tasks that should appear when FDL is met.  

2. Specify the Instance: Any instrument enabled for MyCap automatically becomes a repeating instrument. 
Therefore, if the variable(s) used to activate FDL is within a repeating instrument (or any MyCap task), the 
instrument instance must be specified using the [last-instance] smart variable appended to the variable 
name (e.g. [variable_name][last-instance]).   

3. Include the Event Arm on Longitudinal Projects: In a longitudinal project, the arm and event variable 
must be prepended to the variable name within FDL (e.g., [event_2_arm_1][variable_name]). 

4. Tasks triggering FDL cannot allow Retroactive Completion in MyCap Settings: MyCap’s Retroactive 
Completion setting cannot be used for tasks that activate FDL. To keep tasks available until they are 
completed (and therefore not relying on retroactive completion), consider making tasks that activate FDL 
One-time Tasks or Repeating>Daily Tasks with End By criteria (e.g., After it has been completed 1 times).  

 
5. FDL in MyCap cannot use the Infinite Schedule: Form Display Logic should not be used on tasks that are 

scheduled to repeat infinitely. 

Trigger/show specific tasks only when a condition is met

Stop tasks from recurring once conditions are met

Filter participants’ tasks based on logic (e.g., display age-specific 
questionnaires, display English vs. Spanish instruments if the MLM 

isn’t set up)
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6. Task Schedules are Based on Baseline or Install Date: Task schedules always start relative to the 
baseline or install date, not any FDL settings. 

7. Changes are immediate: Any changes made and saved in FDL are instantly applied in MyCap. There is no 
need to publish a new version. 

8. Simplicity in Logic: We recommend keeping logic simple! 

How to Use FDL in a Project with MyCap Enabled 
After enabling MyCap on a project and designing your instruments, follow the steps below to use FDL within 
MyCap: 

1. You can configure your MyCap task schedules either before or after setting up FDL. However, keep in mind 
that tasks that activate FDL should use the Infinite schedule or have retroactive completion enabled in 
MyCap Settings. 

2. Ensure “Enable support for MyCap App” is checked in the FDL settings screen. 

 
3. Refer to the Example Uses in the next section as needed. 

4. You can test your logic by filling out forms in REDCap to ensure they are enabled or disabled as expected on 
the record status dashboard. To better visualize whether a form is enabled or disabled based on your logic, 
consider leaving 'Keep forms enabled if they contain data' unchecked. 
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Example Uses 

1. Display Task Based on Response in Another Non-MyCap Enabled Tasks 
e.g. [field_name] > 18 ; [field_name] = “1” 

EXAMPLE 

This task will display if the age entered in the Intake form is less than 18. 

 

2. Display Task Based on Response in Another MyCap Enabled Task 
EXAMPLE 1: This task will become active if the participant responds “Yes” in Survey A. In this example, both Survey 
A and Survey B are scheduled to repeat daily. The datediff function including the schedule date of Survey A can be 
used to prevent Survey B from displaying on subsequent days until Survey A is completed.  
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3. End Dependent Task Based on Response in Current TaskEXAMPLE 1: This task will remain active as long as the 
response selected is not “dog”. If dog is selected, the task will no longer be active in MyCap. 

 

EXAMPLE 2: This task will remain active if the age entered is under 30. 

 

4. Display Tasks Based on Data Access Group (DAG) 
Note: The DAG ID ([record-dag-id]), Name ([record-dag-name]), or Label ([record-dag-label]) can be used for this logic. 

EXAMPLE 

This task will be active for participants assigned to Group 1.  
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5. Order Tasks or Display Task After Completion of Another 
EXAMPLE 

Faces & Names 2 will only be active in MyCap after Faces & Names 1 has been completed. 
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